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—for the present at least—the acrimonious discussions of a decade ago 
are impossible. 

But what this book does is to present, in a very clear, practical man¬ 
ner the generally accepted teaching, as modified by the experience of. 
the authors. The work, indeed, bears the unmistakable hall-mark of 
the authors’ practical experience. It is not intended as an exhaustive 
reference-book, but as a practical treatise for the use of the busy man. 

There is much to praise and but little to censure. Of special value 
are the chapters on delayed labor and on high arrest of the posterior 
occiput. The section devoted to the consideration of pelvic deformities 
is also well written and full enough to answer its purpose. The major 
obstetric procedures receive requisite space, and, in a word, the whole 
book is well balanced. 

To our mind the most important criticism is that the use of rubber 
gloves is not forcibly advised as a routine measure in delivery. It is 
certain that no man is justified in attending a woman in childbirth 
without taking this precaution, if he be at all doubtful of his personal 
asepsis; and we feel that it is equally certain that the ordinary obstet¬ 
rician—viz., the general practitioner—can never assume that he is sur¬ 
gically clean. 

The only other adverse criticism that we would make is that in the 
discussion of placenta prsevia more space should have been given to the 
question of diagnosis. W. R. N. 


A Text-book of Diseases of the Ear. For Students and Prac¬ 
titioners. By Professor Dr. Adam Politzer, of Vienna. Translated 
at the personal request of the author, and edited by Milton J. Ballin, 
Ph.B., M.D., and Clarence L. Heller, M.D. Fourth edition, revised 
and enlarged. Philadelphia and New York : Lea Brothers & Co., 1903. 

Tiie publication of a new English edition of this work which stands 
in a class absolutely by itself as the most complete exposition of the 
science of otology by its foremost living exponent is a matter of great 
importance to all physicians especially interested in that subject in this 
country. It is given to but few books to attain the position of absolute 
authority which is universally conceded to Professor Politzer’s work. 
Few men have done more than he to bring about the advances in otol¬ 
ogy which have necessitated the issuance of a new edition of this 
standard volume. The present edition is larger than the last, and 
many things which were under dispute at the time that edition was 
published are now relegated to the position which they should occupy. 

A notable feature of the book, and one which is so often lacking from 
German text-books, is to be found in what one may term its universal- 
ism. Not only is the work of German scientists and physicians consid¬ 
ered, but due credit is given, mirabile dictu , to the work of American 
otologists such as Knapp, Burnett, Randall, Roosa, and Blake. Most 
of the work has been entirely rewritten, and all of it thoroughly revised 
and brought up to date. There are many minor changes in the arrange¬ 
ment, but all of them for the better. Thus the section on otosclerosis, 
which has replaced that on chronic dry middle-ear catarrh, is entirely 
recast, and many important results of recent investigation given in an 
easily accessible form. 
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Professor Politzer is stroDgly opposed to operative measures in the 
treatment of otosclerosis, and thinks we are just as powerless in this 
condition as we have ever been. The section which deals with operative 
procedures upon the mastoid process has been enlarged and rewritten, 
and as it stands now is the most authoritative and up-to-date descrip¬ 
tion of the various methods employed with which we have met. 

In no portion of the hook do we see greater evidences of scientific 
advance in otology than in the section which deals with intracranial 
diseases of otitic origin. It is practically a new section, and it is of the 
greatest value. Another addition to the work is an appendix contain¬ 
ing the prescriptions most commonly used at Professor Politzer’s clinic. 
These prescriptions are, of course, of great value, but their usefulness 
would be greatly enhanced if they were not written in the metric sys¬ 
tem. The time has not yet come when the American practitioner can 
avail himself of this method. It is a pity that the English equivalents 
were not given iu the prescriptions. 

The present edition of Politzer is indeed an old friend in a very new 
dress. The translation is entirely new, having been undertaken by two 
gentlemen who had been working as voluntary assistants with Professor 
Politzer for some years, and it is a vast improvement over that used in 
the previous editions. The typography and the illustrations in the 
present edition are also much more satisfactory than that of the last. 
We can only repeat that there is no work in any branch of medicine or 
surgery which occupies the unique position of Politzer’s Text book of 
Diseases of the Ear. It is an absolute sine qua non for the practitioner 
who devotes special attention to otology or rhinology, and should be 
in the library of every physician as a book of reference upon these 
topics. F. R. P. 


I he Physician’s Visiting List for 1903 (Lindsay & Blakiston). Phila¬ 
delphia: P. Biakiston’s Son & Co. 

Tins Visiting List now in its fifty-Eecond year of publication, is one 
of the most useful books of its class. It presents the usual accompany¬ 
ing letter-press on various matters of practical value to the practitioner, 
and continues to merit the favor with which it has always been received. 

R. M. G. 


The Medical News Visiting List for 1903. Philadelphia and New 
York: Lea Brothers & Co. 

This well-known Visiting IAst is published in four different styles: 
Weekly, dated, for 30 patients; monthly, undated, for 120 patients per 
month; perpetual, undated, for 30 patients weekly and 60 patients 
undated. 

The arrangement of its record pages is very simple and practicable. 
The book is strongly made and bound, and contains pages adapted for 
all the various data which prove of value to the physician in his daily 
work. It is accompanied by extensive tables of weights and measures, 
with information of value in various emergencies which may arise, such 
as poisons and their antidotes, the ligation points for the arteries, how 
to perform artificial respiration, etc. G. M. C. 



